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DerRivzp . Fatisfation of 

being preſent at your meeting, I feel myſelf im- 
pelled to take this method of ſubmitting a few 
thoughts to your conſideration, in ſupport of the 
RxsorLvxs which will be propoſed for your con- 

currence.——At this critical period, there is 
ſcarcely an Individual whoſe efforts in favour of 
religious liberty may not in ſome reſpects be be- 
neficial. In a little Army not a private ſoldier 
| thould be abfent from the Ranks: We ſhould all 

confider ourſelves as bound to do the beſt we can 
for the advancement of the common cauſe, and 
to evidence our. zeal, that we 8 Spee others 
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111 is my b of the oaſis of a general. 

. . exertion, that leads me to addreſs this Letter to 
| you, and not the vain preſumption, that my ſer- 
vices can have any thing more than a good in- 

tention to recemmend them. Though the nightly 13 
guard of your perſons and your property gives || 
you no information when he calls the hour, yet 
you juſtly require him to do ſo, becauſe it is a 
proof that he 1 is preſent at his ſtation, and mind- | 
ful of his duty. Theſe few lines may at leaſt | ! 
| ſerve to ſhew that the actual number of your | 
| meeting is by no means a complete catalogue of - 
thoſe whoſe hearts are full of ardent wiſhes for, | 
1 5 the reſtoration of our rights. I ſolicit your at- 
| tention with confidence, becauſe I know that I 5 
am touched by feelings which are not particular, <4, 
and that T expreſs not my owr opinion only, but | 
that of engl of the _ ns . „ 
Nath 5 5 = 
This 1 ain fare of, thi" Reſolutions are 
founded on ſentiments, which not only all difſen- 
ters, but all friends to freedom and to truth, 
-ought to entertain concerning thoſe ſtatutes by . 
| which ſo many of us and of our fellow citizens are 
deprived of our rights; and it is hoped they are 
framed ſo as to fear no antagoniſts but thoſe f || | 
liberty and reaſon. It cannot be neceſſary, in 
writing to fuch a meeting, convened for ſuch 
_ purpoſes as it is, and at fo intereſting a time, to 1 
: 1 „„ 


tet 


| E . in . of motions which are e ground- 
ed on the general principles of liberty, and which 
are deſigned to accelerate the removal of a na? 


tional dilgrace, and an irreligious prophanation. 


This would be nene. to illuminate a + ſun- | 


bang: |: 


Iti is 1 unneceſſary to endeavour | to per- 


ſuade vou Kenn, 10 


That excluſion 5 civil —_ on account 
of religions opinions, is us and impolitic 


That the 8 have ham nile of no 
crime eee 9 a and puniſhment. . 


That the Teſt Laus are « oppreſſive « and bene. 


cant 


That a Sacramental Teſt is a x vile proſtitution 


— 


of a ſacred ee. 


| That the Clergy, as bone and religious mens. 5 
5 ought to aſſiſt our * endeavours, | 


That * beſt means ought t to be deviſed for 
procuring the repeal of theſe unchriſtian Statutes, 
' That the Difſenters, if compelled againſt their 
vills to bave an intereſt ſeparate from that of their 


AT. 
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S: | fellow citizens, ought f to foppot that Intereſt, 
15 12 to 8 it. | 


« 'S + * 


That 4 charge W . us, "of wiſhing 


to overthrow the national church, is a. wicked 


- * 15 : of + * a 
miſrepreſentation, and an unmanly device for ex- 


citing the paſſions of our countrymen againſt us. 
Or, That thoſe who have hitherto been active 
friends to our applications, merit our confidence, 
our g _ our ORE 725 


This is the a of what you now will 1 be 
moved to reſolve ; and to ſay much in favour of 
ſuch ſentiments to you, gentlemen, would be 
waſting your time unprofitably, and would be be- 


traying a moſt unwarrantable diſtruſt of the free- | 


dom and e of your opinions. 


In declaring theſe ſentiments.” Which I . 


will become yours, (if ſimilar thoughts come not 


in a better form before you from ſome other 


quarter), it has been intended to expreſs them 
8 plainly, manlily and diſcreetly. The two former 
qualities, thoſe of perſpicuity and ſpirit may pre- 
vent them from diſhonouring the reaſonableneſs 
and juſtice of our claims: the latter, that of dif. 


cretion, it is hoped will render them palatable even 
to the moſt timid and cautious of our friends. In 


order to remove, as far as it could be, the poſſibi- 
| lity 


We 


t 2 1˙ 


11 of diiſeacion, i it has been thought EY to re- 
preſs the Ardour ariſing from a ſatisfactory con- 
ſciouſneſs of good intention, and to. ſacrifice 


in ſome degree, even juſtifiablęe opinions of pru- 


dence to the poſſible apprehenſions of others. — 


For, Gentlemen, I do intreat you to be well aware 
that Timidity is not always prudence, nor is mild- 


neſs at all times a virtue. There are Occaſions 
which demand a ſpirited aſſertion of a freeman's 

claims; there are ſituations where ſafety is only 
to be found in firmneſs and in ſpirit. I know not 
what the honeſt paſſion of indignation was given 


us for, if it is not to be excited by continued miſ- 


Pg 


; repreſentation and by intolerable oppreſſion.— 
But general reaſonings in favour of fpirited mea- 


ſures come from a juſtly ſuſpected quarter when 
urged by an anonymous writer, and I therefore 
appeal from them to the undeluſive, intelligible 
evidence of fact. For more than a hundred 


years, years made long by repeated perſecutions, 


and by a perſevering reſiſtance to our-wiſhes ; we 


have requited good for evil, and have been the 
moſt induſtrious as well as moſt. effectual friends 


to a Conſtitution, equal and impartial to all men 
but to us. We have ſubmitted in ſilence, in a 
Silence only broken by a few feeble requeſts for 

_ juſtice ; but never interrupted by reſentment on 
' thoſe requeſts being refuſed. You have ever been 


loyal to your ſovereigns, obedient to the laws, de- 


W to the conſtitution z perhaps by being firm 
A 4 friends 
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nn to che latter, you may have loſt the voun- 
tenance of the former: perhaps your love of 


your country may not have _ greatly eee 


your en at Dro JN. „%%% io 
will you bhibe your Genie, to yo vat 
tereſt by becoming the Tools of power? or will 
you hope for ſucceſs from the energy of your own 
exertions? Mere Quietneſs vill never do. You | 
muſt become bad citizens before your Enemies at 
Court will Voluntarily admit you to the privileges 
of good ones. What have you obtained by your 
peaceable demeanour? Are you reinſtated in 
your Rights? Haue your ſubjeQion and your pa- 
triotiſm recommended you to government? Are 
we not excluded by Law from all-places of Truſt, 
from the Chancellorſhip down to that of a public. 
Executioner? Can that reſpeQable gentleman be 
| permitted by Law to perform his important Office, ; 
unleſs he has firſt duly qualified himſelf at the 
Lord's Table? Can the fatal Knot be legally ty- 
ed, except 16 990 the hallowed [fingers of a apnea 5 


nicant ks 


It is with reluQance I go on to claim more of 
your Time; but a Spirit of Servility is red | 
which requires mack and Tteſdion; | . 


An edel oppoſition 117 ariſe at the 


Meeting, which Oe" 1 hape, and am indeed 
1 wines ; 


8 
convinced, may be rendered ineffectual. Should 
any diviſion be called for by thoſe who will only, | 
venture to attack particular expreſſions in the 
Reſolutions; ſuch oppoſers muſt be left to ſatisfy- 
their own, conſciences reſpetting the prudence 
and generoſity of their conduct. All the objec- 
tions I can foreſee may be reduced to one, That. 
the Reſolutions breathe a ſpirit too bold for the 
* temper, of the Times. All the arguments 
likely to be urged, vill be arguments in favour 
of caution, prudence and moderation. . 
Gentlemen, It is too often taken for granted, 
and I think eſpecially among ſerious people, that 
want of ſpirit is prudence; that fearfulneſs and 
inaQtivity are polity. It would indeed be hard, 
if timid and indolent men had not reſolution and 
vigour enough to raiſe them up in their eaſy 
chairs, in order to indulge on their darling topics; 
the cenſure of ſpirit; the abuſe of enterprize. 


Moderation is unqueſtionably a Virtue: but 
not a Virtue of all times and of all ſeaſons. It 
is on ſome occaſions Cowardice, on others it is 
Treachery. But I turn with pleaſure from ge- 
neral remarks to the authority of years and expe- 
rience ; to the authority of one of the wiſeſt, and 
for many years one of the honeſteſt men that ever. 
ſat in an Engliſh Parliament, Col. Titus. In a 
debate on the Excluſion Bill, during the reign of 
| | 7 „„ that 


| that profligate promiſe-breaker Charles the Se- 
cond, this great man faid, We are adviſed to be 


« moderate; but I do not take Moderation to be 2 
* prudent Virtue in all caſes that may happen.— 
If I were fighting for my own life; and the lives 


or of my wife and children, ſhould I do fo mode- 


© rately'? If 1 were riding on a road to ſave my 
4 Throat from Thieves, and I ſhould be adviſed 
* to ride moderately leſt I ſpoiled my horſe, 


% ould not ſuch Advice ſeem contemptible at 


* ſuch a time? And ſo certainly if we were in a 


* ſinking ſhip (no unapt repreſentation of our de- 
< caying conſtitution) would it be wretched 4775 | 


- fel to _— * * hos A Keen, 25 
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Theſe foft words; gentlemen, deen « mean 
more than meets the ear. They are often uſed 


to prote men from the a reſentment of 
injured innocence. Candour i is an excellent qua- 

lity: Civility an uſeful virtue: Politeneſs an a- 
greeable qualification: but there is one thing 


which for great occaſions is fairly worth them all 
—Truth. In the little incidents of human life, 
let ; theſe petty, ſubordinate excellencies appear 
and pleaſe; but let them not prevent men from 

afſerting ſerious rights in ſerious expreſſions, from 


| ſpeaking of grievous oppreſſions with juſt. indig- — 


nation. In ſuch a ſituation as we are placed in, 
it would be . e to treat t tyranny with re- 
7 VErence, 


Fg 
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verenee, or honour falſehood with the ceremony 
ol confutation. It would be T reachery to our- 
ſelves to bow down with feigned reſpett before 


thoſe who deny us juſtice: It would almoſt be im 


piety towards our Maker to ſpeak of profanation 


and irreligion in any terms but thoſe of the ſe- 


vereſt Cenſure. If then we are blamed. by any 
for the uſe of terms correſpondent to our feelings, 
let us not by a tame and filent ſubmiſſion acknow- 


ledge a fault when we have a right to aſſume a 
Merit. What ſuch men mean by moderation and 
decorum is indeed of great uſe in public Affairs, 


never of greater than when it ſhelters folly. from 


ridicule, -and diſhoneſty from deteQion, or when 


| meaſures are conſidered which nothing can pre- 


ſerve from Contempt but the ſolemnity with which 


they are treated. Great men are incircled by the 
fortifications of ceremony: approach them in form, 
and they have ſettled rules for your reception. 


Speak plainly, and Speak the Truth : you find 
them poor human creatures like ourſelves, and 


quite unprepared to anſwer language which ſfur- 
prizes them from its novelty. O! but “we 
« ſhall excite Oppoſition” —yes—but Oppoſition 
begets examination Examination begets convic- 


tion. We triumph in the anticipation of ſuch 
an Oppoſition! We rejoice in the ae ok 


ſuch an Examination. 


What 
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What kane! we to fear eben the efforts of our 
Enemies? if we may judge of what Io can do : 
; from whas: Ray: HANS ane OR. | | 


t eee an fntercieds. e 

1 triomphing i in a monopoly of Offices, becauſe its 
members could not otherwiſe enjoy them) meets 
and paſſes reſolves equally devoid of —_ wt x 


1 n waging, < or good e i 


A Prelate Adisguiſbed by ih n and . 
| kuraitity of his chriſtianity, having been defeated 
vith diſgrace in his attempts to diſturb the peace ; 
of a ſcientific Society, turns his noify but harmleſs 
weapons on the unoffending diſſenters, and if I 
am rightly informed, ſecures to an honeſt Gentle... 
man his election, by declaring that he wiſhes him 
t& loſe it. We will not leave him to the Chaſtiſe. 
ment of his own conſcience, till we are ſure he 
can afford to keep one. We will turn him over 
to the reſentment of the Houſe of Commons, 
whoſe privileges he has violated. Though his 
| feandal is void of hurt, yet he may be juſtly pu- 
niſhed, as witches were of old, becauſe they 
thought themſelves witches. Not becaule they 
did eh but becauſe they intended 1 it, | 


A e meeting is 5 by a 1 of woe : 
. 8 genilemen, me Lords of the Bed. 
7 chamber, 


T 28 4 | 
chamber; and REAR, even there, the ſabes 
l us are carried by a ſmall majority. | 


% 


| The = Officer i in a diſtinguiſhed na. | 
— turing, town convenes only. thoſe of its Inhabi- 


tants who are members of the eſtabliſhment, and 
then finding a Majority againſt him, refuſes to 


| hear any debate in a Meeting expreſsly called for 


the purpoſe of conſultation, and ventures to 
affix his name to reſolutions, which were never 
- read nor dae | 


A wo "4 promoting Chriſtian 3 | 
ſeizes with avidity ſo inviting an opportunity of 
diffuſing religious information; takes our intend- 
ed application into conſideration ; forgets: every 


thing that is religious in the queſtion ; paſſes over 
in total filence all our objections to the proſtitu- 
tion of the ſacrament, and aſſerts the neceſſi- 


ty of Teſt Laws, without beſtowing one ſingle 
ſolitary thought on the nature of that Teſt, of 
which it defends the propriety. Vet over this 
meeting one prelate preſided, and another fram- 
ed the reſolutions!! Save but the Temporalities 


of the church, and let the laws of Chriſt be, vio- 
lated with impunity i 


* Jerry . into public notice by a 


| citizen in high office ; an illiterate zealot, as he is 
| e 


3 I 
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tul 


ty imagined ; but in fat a W | 

ignorant friend to us, who not knowing much, 
yet knowing this, that the Diſſenters have for 
a century been trying in vain, what fair ar- 
gument and good temper could do in che ſupport 


of their cauſe; plainly ſaw, that his only chance 
for aſſiſting them was, by employing againſt them 
illiberal abuſe, and ungovernable rage. Magnani- 
mouſly regardleſs of his own character, he will- 


ingly ſacrifices that in the cauſe of reaſon; and 
therefore, as far as we are concerned, leaves us 


only to lament that the ſacrifice 1 was fo og, 
cant, n — * ridiculous. eee, 


— auen as this, is 3 3 8 
Let the ſpirits of faction do their worſt. Let 


chem erett their creſts, and roll their gilded ſpires, 


'\ ond hiſs, and threaten, and throw their venom 


around. The ſpirit of Liberty, like the divine 
rod of Aaron, ſhall ſwallow up all the ſerpents 
of the Magicians. The day of triumph cannot 


be far diſtant; if we are not wanting to ourſelves. 


However you may diſpoſe of the Reſolutions _ 
chat will be propoſed to you, ſuffer not the meet- | 
ing to paſs away without doing ſomething. This 
would be to render ourſelves ridiculous in the 
eyes of our country friends; and contemptible in 
the eftimation of our adverſaries. We have every. 
25 _ thing 


1 6 


| 4 to > ks Red activity, and odd to . 
Our fituation cannot be vn it _ be better. : 


Lot thoſe that put their cu] in che Sage af. 
feRion of Kings, and the tender conſciences of 
Miniſters, wait for the relief which they will not 
demand; but let us rely on the vigour of our own 
exertions, onthe good ſenſe of our countrymen, 
and on the wiſdom of parliament. Perſeverance _ 
in a bad cauſe, makes even a bad cauſe reſpeR- 
able. Perſeverance in a good cauſe, renders a 


good one irreſiſtible. Be not diſcouraged by the 


apparent diſproportion between the influence f 


fingle efforts, and the magnitude of the diffi- 
cCulties you have to encounter. Nothing good 
or great is to be obtained without courage and 
induſtry; but courage and induſtry muſt have ſunk 
in deſpair, and human life remained unornament- 
ed and unimproved, if men had nicely compar- 
ed the effect of a ſingle ſtroke of the chiſſel with 
the pyramid they were to raiſe, or a ſingle impreſ- 
ſion of the he Tenge with the mountain they were i 
level. 15 | 


5 have the honour tobe; SS” ' 
f Gentlemen, your moſt reſpektful, 


Humble ſervant, 
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